Long Beach Rescue Mission

RESCUE |

A Personal Word
from Robert

Dear Mr. Sample,

What a blessing it is to
be able to share stories like
Christian’s with you!

'This incredible testimony
of a life transformed is the
reason this ministry exists. It
is the goal that drives us — that
keeps our doors open, offering
a warm Christian welcome to
each and every person who is
hungry, homeless or in need of
care and compassion.

But we can only do that
because you share your
blessings.

Your prayers. Your time. Your
gifts. These are the blessings
you bestow on those who are
hungry and homeless. These
are the blessings that change —
and save — people’s lives.

As Thanksgiving approaches,
my staft and I will be send-
ing up an extra prayer of
thanks for your support and
encouragement.

It truly is a blessing to have
friends like you who help feed,
shelter and care for “the least,
the last and the lost.”

Serving with you,

TG

Robert Probst

Executive Director
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“This place saved my soul”

hristian was only 12 when

he began smoking marijuana
and, by the end of 12th grade, was
smoking regularly. “It felt like I
needed pot to get through the day,”
he says.

When Christian’s family lost
their home, he moved in with his
sister, and switched from pot to
alcohol. “I drank close to $3,000 of
my sister’s wine,” he says. “I'd have
a pint of vodka in my nightstand.

I needed that to get up in the
morning.”

One day, while drunk, Christian
had a high-speed accident when his
bike hit gravel, smashing his face
and knocking out teeth. “If I wasn't
wearing my helmet, I'd be dead,” he
says. “Up until I hit that gravel I was
an atheist.”

“I knew I couldn’t be helped,” he
says. “That was my mindset. I felt
just like garbage, the worst person
ever.”

A few days later, a family friend
at the Long Beach Multi-Service
Center referred Christian to Long
Beach Rescue Mission, and after a
week of devotions and Bible studies,
Christian’s outlook began to change.
“Being in the Word and having
the knowledge of how God works
and why He works...I see so much
more now what He does in people’s
lives and what He does for people
through people.”

Christian is currently serving
others working at the Mission’s
front desk greeting those who come
tor help. When he graduates from
our New Life Program, he hopes
to work as a counselor to young
people, helping them the way the
Mission has helped him. “People
get fed physically and they get fed
spiritually here,” he says. “This place
saved my soul, saved my life...I love
this place a lot.”
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National Hunger
Homelessness
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D id you know one out of
seven Americans lives
in poverty? You may not

see them every day in Long
Beach, but they are here, and
the Mission is working hard
to help them. November
17-23 is National Hunger
and Homelessness Awareness
week — a time set aside for
every American to help fix
the problems of hunger and
homelessness. Your support is
one of the best solutions. So
make this your special time
to volunteer, organize a food
or clothing drive, or make a
special donation. Together,
we can eliminate hunger and
homelessness — one person at
a time!

A generous man will
himself be blessed, for
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Thank you for providing:
More than 216,000 meals

Over 43,200 nights of
shelter

1,400 meals at our
annual Thanksgiving and
Christmas dinners

Your gifts feed, shelter and
care for hungry, homeless
neighbors. Use the enclos_ed
envelope to make 2 donation
today, or give safely and
securely online at

www.LBRM.org.

Follow us
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Volunteers needed

O ur Thanksgiving volunteer roster

is already full, but there are still
some openings for Christmas.
Gather your friends, family and
colleagues and give us hand:

Wrapping gifts

Setting up for the community
Christmas dinner

* Preparing and serving food

* Cleaning up

Or, hold a food drive at your

school, office or church for some of the

items on the shopping list below.

To find out more about

volunteering, call (562) 591-1292,
e-mail volunteer@lbrm.org, or visit
our website at www.LBRIM.org.

New Life Treasures Thrift Store

onate your gently used clothing,
furniture and appliances to
our New Life Treasures Thrift Store

Can you help us?

hanksgiving is just around the
corner and we need your help to
get ready. Can you donate?

Please drop off donations at the
Samaritan House, 1335 Pacific Ave.,
Long Beach from 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Call
(562) 591-1292 or visit LBRM.org

for more information. Thank you!

located at 110 Anaheim Avenue in
Long Beach.

All proceeds support the Mission’s
year-long recovery program, and the
store provides work training for men
and women in the program.

To schedule a pick-up for large
items call (562) 591-1292, ext. 199, or
drop donations off at the Samaritan
House at 1335 Pacific Ave, Long
Beach.

Turkeysb

Instant washed potatoes
Cavwed yams

Dresswg mix

Canned vegetables

Cavwned cranberry Sauce
Pumpkin pie

Whipped topping

Pancake wix
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Feed the need or fix the problem?

I n the next couple of months, your
mailbox will be filled with requests
from all kinds of organizations

asking you to “Feed hungry people at
‘Thanksgiving.”

We think that’s wonderful. But,
why just at Thanksgiving? And why
just food?

People who are hungry and
homeless need more
than a meal. They need
shelter. Clothing. Job

training. And most

g- of all, they need life-

. changing programs

-

that will not only address the causes of
hunger and homelessness, but work to
overcome them!

Addiction, hunger and
homelessness can be fatal. Your support
provides the year-round, all-day-every-
day food, shelter, Christian care and
counseling that save lives. Your gifts
bless men and women with the ability
to transform their lives through our
year-long New Life Program.

Your gift today to Long Beach
Rescue D%ission will do so much more
than feed the need. You will help fix
the problem. Thank you!



